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Special Message  From: Jerome Lamet DCSD Supervising Attorney 
 

WE ARE WISHING 2009 IS BETTER FINANCIALLY FOR OLDER PEOPLE 
We should be as concerned about older Americans, most of whom don't have stocks and suffer mostly in 

silence from poverty and worse. In fact, thousands of our older brothers and sisters are going hungry. Oops, we 
don't call it hunger anymore. According to the Department of Agriculture, the administration's statisticians 
decided in 2006 to call hunger by another name, "low food security," and "very low food security." 
           Whatever the euphemism, Agriculture's latest report, "Household Food Security in the U.S." for 2007 
found that 36.2 million Americans struggled with hunger during the year, that is they reported that 
"consistently," they did not get enough to eat. And of those, nearly 1.8 million were people over 65, including 
700,000 elderly (mostly women) who lived alone. And 700,000 were children. The old and the young, going 
hungry in the richest of all nations. 
          These sad statistics are 50 percent increases over 1998, when the number of people experiencing hunger 
began climbing. And alarming as the 2007 numbers are, they don't take into account the current economic 
recession-cum depression. You can read the full report at ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR66/. 
           It's been a mark of national pride that the poverty rate among people over 65 has been under 10 percent 
for the past decade or so, thanks largely to Social Security and Medicare. That compares with more than 12 
percent for the rest of the population. Now experts suggest that for the first time in years, the poverty rate 
among people over 65 will increase.  
        "Recent data show poverty is already rising quite substantially," said Robert Greenstein, executive director 
of the nonpartisan Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. In a report last month, the center predicted the current 
slump, with unemployment nearing 9 percent, "is likely to cause significant increases in the number of 
Americans who are poor and the number living in 'deep poverty' with incomes below half of the poverty line." 
        The current poverty line is $21,203 for a family of four, $10,590 for a single person, and $9,944 for a 
person over 65 (based on the supposition that older people need less to live on). An estimated 37 million 
Americans lived below the poverty line in 2007, including 3.6 million over 65. That number is expected to 
climb by as many as 10.3 million based on projections for the depth and duration of the recession, Greenstein 
said. 
        Already those on food stamps is up 9.6 percent, or by nearly 3 million people since August. One sign of the 
hard times: 40,000 mobbed a Colorado farm whose owner invited area neighbors to come pick at leftover crops. 
In nearly half of 22 states, including much of the South, the formerly industrial Midwest and New York, one in 
10 residents receives food-stamp benefits, according to the Food Research and Action Center. 
     There may be better news ahead: I doubt President-elect Obama and his Democratic Congress will be as 
penurious on social and domestic spending as the departing administration. President George W. Bush 
reluctantly agreed to extend unemployment benefits, but the next Congress is expected to expand these benefits 
and provide further relief to besieged homeowners, middle-class taxpayers and the poor. 
       Social Security benefits continue through wars and recessions. No matter what happens with the economy, 
Social Security will continue to provide nearly 40 percent of pre-retirement income for the average beneficiary, 
as intended when the program became law 72 years ago. Social Security benefits have kept millions of older 
Americans from falling into deep poverty. Social Security payments account for more than half the income of 
most beneficiaries and 90 percent of the income of 16 million people. 
      Social Security will continue to provide survivor benefits for 6.5 million children. Supplemental Security 
Income, or SSI, is still available for the very poor. Social Security Disability Insurance payments will continue 
for 9 million disabled workers and dependents. 
      And the second pillar of the nation's social insurance system, Medicare, will continue its health protections 
for 45 million older and disabled Americans despite hard economic times and the failures of private insurance. 

http://www.newsday.com/topic/us/colorado-PLGEO1001017000000000.topic
http://www.newsday.com/topic/us/new-york-PLGEO100100800000000.topic
http://www.newsday.com/topic/politics/government/presidents-of-the-united-states/george-bush-PEPLT000857.topic
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ANNOUNCEMENT-For our clients who do not have  a bank  account, the DCSD Office now accepts VISA 
and Mastercard as payment for the monthly retainer fee. Attached is an authorization form. Please fill out the 
form and return to us. Or, you can make a payment via telephone by calling Gabby B at 1-800-992-3275 ext  
1501. 
 
Credit Card 
Please charge my payments to my (check one):   
⁪  Visa   ⁪  MasterCard   ⁪  American Express  ⁪  Discover Card 
Credit Card Number: (16 Digits)_____________________________________________                                    
Expiration Date: 
Name on Card: 
Billing Address: 
I authorize DCSD and Vanco Services, LLC to charge my credit card in accordance with the information 
above. 
Signature (as it appears on the credit card):____________________________________________________  
Date:                                                                                            
Client ID Number: 
Amount to be debited:                                                              Date of First Debit: 

 FREE ACTIVATION AND FIRST MONTH FREE GOVERNMENT ASSISTED HOME TELEPHPONE SERVICE 

Midwestern Telecommunications, Inc offers a Lifeline & Link-up program. This program will allow MTI to waive the first 

month of service regardless if you need brand new home telephone service or would like to switch your existing home phone 

service to MTI. With this program, qualified customers can also receive a discount on their monthly bill up to $10.00 each 

month. However the Lifeline & link up program does not cover inside wiring and or maintenance. Qualified customers must 

receive either *Medicaid, Food Stamps, SSI, Section 8, LIHEAP, TANF, FIP, or the National Lunch Program’s for free Lunch. A 

qualified customer will receive their first month of service FREE and services are activated for free. 

It is easy to apply for service with MTI. You can call toll free 877-567-3722 Monday –Friday CST and Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

CST and speak with a representative to sign up for service. Also, you can visit www.mymti.com and sign up on line. Please 

make sure to print your Lifeline application from the website and fax it in to begin processing your order. Another method 

would be to visit one of MTI’s authorized agents to obtain a Lifeline & Linkup application and have it faxed in. Be sure to 

include proof of eligibility with your form. To find an Authorized agent you can also visit MTI’s website. For your 

convenience, a lifeline application has been included.  

Qualified states for the Lifeline & Link-up Program are: Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, South Carolina, Florida, and Alabama. 

Get signed up today! MTI, We Keep You Talking. 

*all programs are not accepted in some states. 

MTI 

MTI is among the oldest alternative home telephone providers in the United States. We have provided service continuously since 

1997.  During that time we have provided local dial tone to over 150,000 satisfied customers in 14 states. If you are without telephone 

service, for any reason, MTI is here for you.  At MTI, we do not require credit checks or deposits.  We will turn on phone service for 

anyone regardless of credit history or outstanding bills.  We can even take over your existing service if you are about to be or have 

recently been suspended. 

Midwestern Telecommunications, Inc. 

Phone: 877-567-3722   Web: www.mymti.com    

http://www.mymti.com/

